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TThhee  GGeenneerraall  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  aanndd  JJuuddggmmeenntt  DDaayy  

 
I. The General Resurrection  

or “The resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.’ 

A. Doctrine Stated 

At the end of the world, God will raise all dead people from their graves, both the righteous 
and the wicked, and all people will spend eternity in physical bodies that bear some 
continuity to the body in which they lived on earth. 

B. Scriptural Evidence 

1. Old Testament 

a. Implied in the statement to Moses 

Exodus 3:6  Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob." 

Jesus’ perfect commentary on this passage: 

Mark 12:26-27  Now about the dead rising-- have you not read in the book of Moses, in 
the account of the bush, how God said to him, 'I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'?  27 He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living. You are badly mistaken!" 

b. Pictured by Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 37:1-10  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  2 
He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.  3 He asked me, "Son of man, can 
these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  4 Then he 
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD!  5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I 
will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  6 I will attach tendons to 
you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in 
you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.'"  7 So 
I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, 
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a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.  8 I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 
breath in them.  9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of 
man, and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.'"  10 So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life 
and stood up on their feet-- a vast army. 

c. Stated to Daniel 

Daniel 12:2  Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to 
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

d. Isaiah’s prophecy  

Isaiah 26:19  But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, 
wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth 
will give birth to her dead. 

e. Job’s testimony 

Job 19:25-27  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon 
the earth.  26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see 
God;  27 I myself will see him with my own eyes-- I, and not another. How my 
heart yearns within me! 

2. New Testament 

a. Jesus’ extended teaching 

John 5:25-29  I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.  26 For as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.  27 
And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.  28 "Do 
not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear his voice  29 and come out-- those who have done good will rise to live, and 
those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 

b. Jesus’ promises 

Luke 14:13-14  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind,  14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

John 6:39-40  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that 
he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  40 For my Father's will is 
that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day." 
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John 6:44  "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 

John 6:54  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day. 

John 11:25-26   Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in me will live, even though he dies;  26 and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" 

c. Exemplified at Jesus’ death 

Matthew 27:52-53  The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life.  53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 

d. Paul’s teachings 

i) On trial before Felix 

Acts 24:15-16   I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  16 So I strive always to keep 
my conscience clear before God and man. 

ii) Extended teaching, 1 Corinthians 15 

In the first half of the argument, Paul is proving that the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead means there will be a resurrection of all His believers 

1 Corinthians 15:12-13  But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  13 If there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

Then, Paul describes the resurrection body: 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44  So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is 
sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43 it is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44 it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body. 

iii) Other teachings 

Philippians 3:10-11  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and 
so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Revelation 20:12-13  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books.  13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what 
he had done. 

C. The Nature of the Resurrection 

1. it is a work of the Triune God 

a.  God raises the dead 

2 Corinthians 1:9  this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who 
raises the dead. 

b. The Son raises the dead 

See the John 5 and John 6 passages above 

c. The Spirit raises the dead 

Romans 8:11  And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

2. it is a physical resurrection 

Luke 24:39  Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have. 

1 Corinthians 15:20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 

1 Corinthians 15:44  it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 

3. it is a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked 

Daniel 12:2  Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to 
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

John 5:28-29  "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in 
their graves will hear his voice  29 and come out-- those who have done good 
will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 
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Acts 24:15  there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 

D. The Resurrection Body 

1. for the righteous 

a. patterned after Christ’s resurrection body 

b. free from death and pain 

c. glorious, incorruptible 

d. a mysterious “spiritual body” 

2. for the wicked:  a great increase in suffering 

Isaiah 66:24  "And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those who 
rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, 
and they will be loathsome to all mankind." 

Mark 9:43-49  If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.  44   
45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.  46   47 And if your eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 
with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,  48 where "'their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'  49 Everyone will be salted with 
fire. 

Matthew 10:28  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Matthew 13:41-42   The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of 
his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  42 They will throw 
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

E. Significance 

1. God upholds the value of the physical body… refutes the idea that the physical 
body is inherently sinful 

2. For the wicked, the eternal punishment of the body is just, since the body was a 
co-partner with the soul in sin 

3. The resurrection of the body for the righteous is the final step of the salvation 
process… it is the glorification spoken of in Romans 8 

4. The resurrection of the body for the righteous is the only true healing there is 
from disease and sin 
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5. Therefore, the resurrection of the body for the righteous is the reality to which 
all of Jesus’ healings pointed. 

II. Judgment Day 

A. Key Verses 

Revelation 20:11-15  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  12 And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  13 The sea 
gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14 
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.  15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire. 

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad. 

Matthew 25:31-46  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  33 He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left.  34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world.  35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in,  36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  37 
"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  38 When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  39 When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you 
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.'  41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  42 For I 
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after me.'  44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help 
you?'  45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for me.'  46 "Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
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B. Key Concepts 

1. Christ will be the Judge of all the earth 

John 5:21-23  For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the 
Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.  22 Moreover, the Father judges 
no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,  23 that all may honor the Son 
just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father, who sent him. 

John 5:26-27  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have 
life in himself.  27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the 
Son of Man. 

2. There is a specific Day appointed for this 

Acts 17:31  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man 
he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the 
dead." 

2 Timothy 1:12   I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day. 

Hebrews 10:25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

3. It will be a hard, sad, difficult day 

Isaiah 13:9  See, the day of the LORD is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce 
anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. 

Amos 5:18-20  Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the 
day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light.  19 It will be as though a 
man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and 
rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him.  20 Will not the day of 
the LORD be darkness, not light-- pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 

4. The Judgment will be comprehensive 

a. All people, from all eras, all cultures, all races and religions 

b. All their lives will be judged… “Every careless word” 

Matthew 12:36-37  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37 For by your words you 
will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 
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c. All secrets revealed 

1 Corinthians 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the 
Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. 

Hebrews 4:13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

Romans 2:16  This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets 
through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. 

Luke 12:1-3  "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  
2 There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not 
be made known.  3 What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, 
and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed 
from the roofs. 

5. The Judgment of souls will be based on works 

Revelation 20:12-13  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books.  13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what 
he had done. 

Romans 2:6-11  God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  7 To 
those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he 
will give eternal life.  8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the 
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  9 There will be trouble and 
distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile;  10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the 
Jew, then for the Gentile.  11 For God does not show favoritism. 

Revelation 22:12  "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 
everyone according to what he has done. 

6. The Judgment will be perfectly just 

John 5:30  By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, 
for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 

7. There will be difference between the judgment of Christians and non-Christians 

a. The souls of Christians are assessed by whether or not their names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
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Revelation 20:15  If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 21:27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life.   

b. The souls of non-Christians are assessed by their sins… they have no good 
works 

Romans 3:12  there is no one who does good, not even one." 

Romans 2:9  There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile 

c. The works of Christians are assessed;  everything worthy of reward will be 
rewarded by grace 

8. Christians will give an account, and may feel regret, but suffer no 
condemnation 

Romans 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus 

Romans 14:12  So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

Matthew 12:36  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad. 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw,  13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 
quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his 
reward.  15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but 
only as one escaping through the flames. 

9. Christians will be rewarded by grace 

Matthew 6:6  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 

1 Corinthians 3:14  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  
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1 Corinthians 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the 
Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. 

Matthew 25:20-21  he man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five 
more.'  21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master's happiness!' 

10. There will be degrees of punishment and of reward 

Matthew 10:15   I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
on the day of judgment than for that town. 

Luke 12:47-48   "That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or 
does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows.  48 But the 
one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten 
with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be 
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more 
will be asked. 

Luke 19:17-19   "'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have 
been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.'  18 "The 
second came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned five more.'  19 "His master 
answered, 'You take charge of five cities.' 

Luke 19:24-26  "Then he said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and 
give it to the one who has ten minas.'  25 "'Sir,' they said, 'he already has ten!'  
26 "He replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as 
for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 

11. The Judgment will be final… no court of appeal 

12. Christians will never experience pain again after that 

Revelation 21:4  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

C. Personal Application:  “How then shall we live?” 

1. Keep free from sin so that you will have less shame in giving Christ an account 

Acts 24:15-16  I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  16 So I strive always to keep 
my conscience clear before God and man. 



 

 

11 

2. Store up as much treasure as possible for heaven by faith-filled good works 
now 

Matthew 6:20  store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

3. Help other believers do 1 & 2 as much as possible 

Hebrews 10:24-25  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds.  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 

4. Warn the lost suitably so they can be ready for Judgment Day 

Matthew 3:7-8  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
where he was baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath?  8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

Acts 2:40  With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

5. Look forward to it and speed its coming by evangelism 

2 Peter 3:11-14  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives  12 as you look forward 
to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  13 But 
in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousness.  14 So then, dear friends, since you are 
looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at 
peace with him. 


