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The Person and Purpose of Jesus ChristThe Person and Purpose of Jesus Christ  
Matthew 1:1Matthew 1:1--2525  

 

I.  Christmas confusion leads to the asking of many questions 

A.  Wrong questions…  

Will we have a white Christmas? 

How will I pay off my credit card bill in January? 

Will the toys I buy for my kids survive Christmas day? 

What’s for Christmas dinner? 

B.  Two central questions… the right questions to ask 

What child is this who laid to rest upon Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

The identity and the purpose of Jesus Christ are the two central issues of 
Christmas… apart from these, Christmas has no significance at all… it is merely 
another holiday in a secular year 

The Apostle Matthew wrote the first 25 verses of this gospel specifically to answer 
those questions…WHO WAS JESUS? … WHY DID HE COME? 

*uses genealogy 

*uses narrative about Joseph and Mary 

*uses message from angelic visitant 
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*specifically uses the names of this child to identify him 

THIS BABY WAS GOD INCARNATE, and HE CAME TO SAVE HIS PEOPLE 
FROM THEIR SINS 

 

 

II.  The Ancestry of Jesus 

NOTE:  Don’t skip the genealogy! 

A.  Jewish interest 

1.  establish descent from Abraham… chosen people under the covenant 

a.  comprehensive genealogies kept 

1 Chronicles 9:1  “All Israel was listed in the genealogies recorded in the book of the kings 
of Israel.” 

b.  practice dated back to creation… Genesis 5:1 

Genesis 5:1  “This is the written account of Adam’s line.” 

NOTE: this is how Jesus’ genealogy in Luke 4 can be traced all the way back to 
Adam 

c.  at time of Ezra, careful consideration of genealogies 

d.  priests excluded… lost family records!! 

2. Especially crucial for David’s descendants 

a.  God’s covenant with David 

2 Samuel 7:11-13  “The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house 
for you: when your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever.” 

b.  God maintained David’s line even through some rough times 
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  *sin [in the case of Jehoram] 

2 Chronicles 21:7  “Nevertheless, because of the covenant the Lord had made with David, 
the Lord was not willing to destroy the house of David.  He had promised to 
maintain a lamp for him and his descendants forever.” 

  *danger [in the case of Joash] 

Ahaziah was killed by Jehu; Athaliah, Ahaziah’s mother, decided to kill the whole 
royal family… one woman took a little baby Joash and hid him in a bedroom with a 
nurse; that’s how close the whole line of David came to being snuffed out 

 

B.  Key concern:  the coming Messiah 

vs. 1  “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 

1.  Matthew writing for a Jewish audience, seeks to establish Jesus’ right to be King of Israel 

2.  One of only three times he used full title “JESUS CHRIST” 

3.  From the very beginning, Matthew is proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of David 

4.  But he will go beyond this, for he was incarnate God as well 

C.  Key themes: 

God’s faithfulness, God’s patience, God’s grace 

1.  God’s faithfulness 

a.  promise to Abraham 

b.  promise to David 

NOTE:  how the whole system had fallen into disrepair after the exile 

Isaiah 3:6-7  A man will seize one of his brothers at his father’s home, and say, “You have 
a cloak, you be our leader; take charge of this heap of ruins!”  

7 But in that day he will cry out, “I have no remedy.  I have no food or clothing in my 
house; do not make me the leader of the people.” 
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c.  Joseph was called “Son of David” (vs. 20)… BUT no great honor to most 
people… Joseph was a simple carpenter 

d.  YET God never forgot his promises to Abraham or to David 

 

 

 

2.  God’s patience 

vs. 17  “Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen 
from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.” 

a.  Matthew purposefully omits certain names from OT genealogies 

b.  wants 2x7, 2x7, 2x7… number of perfect fulfillment 

c.   real issue is God’s incredible patience 

Forty-two generations listed here!!  Archaeology places Abraham at c. 2000 B.C.  
God waited through all that history until the time was perfect 

Galatians 4:4  “When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law…” 

Application:  Never feel like God has abandoned you if He doesn’t keep to your 
timetable! 

3.  God’s grace 

NOTE:  Roman Catholic dogma of Immaculate Conception of Mary concocted to 
protect purity of Christ… if Mary was conceived as a sinner, that would somehow 
taint Christ!  NOT SO!!! God delights to do His perfect and pure work through 
sinners of the worst kind 

a.  to sinful Jews 

David:  adulterer and murderer 

Solomon:  idolator 
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Rehoboam: arrogant boaster 

vs. 10  Manasseh:  sacrifced his own son to an idol, practiced sorcery and killed so many 
innocent people that he filled Jerusalem from end to end 

b.  to sinful Gentiles 

NOTE:  I’ll discuss this in a moment 

 

c.  to outcast women 

1)  Tamar: vs. 3… according to Genesis 38, after her husband died, she dressd up 
like a prostitute and had relations with her father in law, Judah… “Lion of Judah” 
descended from that act of sexual sin!! 

2)  Rahab: vs. 5… Canaanite prostitute who was saved by believing in the God of 
Israel before the walls of Jericho fell… she entered the nation of Israel, married 
Salmon, and gave birth to Boaz 

3)  Ruth: vs. 5… godly woman who said to Naomi “Your God will be my God.”  
However, she was a Moabitess, a whole race of people who came from the 
incestuous relationship of Lot and his daughters, in a cave after the destructio of 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  The race was rejected by God: 

Deuteronomy 23:3  “No Moabite may enter the assembly of the Lord even down to the 
tenth generation.” 

4) “Uriah’s wife” (Bathsheba):  vs. 6… David’s partner in adultery; after Davis 
murdered her husband, she became his wife and they had Solomon together 

NOTE:  three of these four women were Gentiles 

d.  to downtrodden nobodys 

vs. 12… “After the exile to Babylon…” vs. 13-15 lists 10 straight men about whom we 
know absolutely nothing 

Thus this genealogy shows three major things about God:  his faithfulness to keep his promises, even after 
two thousand years of history… his patience in waiting for just the perfect moment to fulfill his promises… 
and his grace in using such sinful people to bring Christ into the world 
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D.  Joseph’s Contribution:  His Kingly Name 

1.  Mary put her body to God’s service, despite the scandal that would come 

2.  Joseph put his name to God’s service, thus bringing himself under suspicion of having 
fathered the child himself 

NOTE:  crucial, so that Jesus would be born into the Kingly line of David 

E.  Two Genealogies, Only One Messiah 

1.  Luke’s genealogy:  Identical from Abraham to David 

2.  Luke’s follows David’s son Nathan… not the kingly line 

3.  Matthew’s includes all the kings of Judah 

4.  BUT Jeconiah’s curse: 

Jeremiah 22:24, 30  “Even if you, Jehoiachim… were a signet ring on my right hand, I 
would still pull you off.”  This is what the Lord says: “Record this man as if 
childless, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring will 
prosper, none will sit on the throne of David, or rule anymore in Judah.” 

5.  HOW CAN GOD DO THIS??  No physical descendent of Jeconiah will ever sit on 
David’s throne… yet God promised David a kingly line that would never fail!  

6.  VIRGIN BIRTH!!  Physical decent from David through Mary; Kingly right to rule through 
Joseph 

 

III.  The Birth of Jesus Christ from Joseph’s View:  (vs. 18-25) 

vs. 18:  “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.  His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together she was found to be with 
child by the Holy Spirit.” 

NOTE:  remarkable simplicity with which virgin conception of Jesus is stated… if this 
were a human account, we would have embellished it greatly; the Bible just states it 
simply 
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A.  Mary and Joseph 

1. Mary:  godly, submissive, obedient, faith-filled… and a VIRGIN 

2.  Joseph:  righteous man (obedient to the laws); manual laborer (sometimes carpenter, 
sometimes mason or other builder)…  

3.  AGE:  quite possible that they were in their early teens 

B.  Joseph’s problem 

1.  the betrothal & its laws 

a.  two stages… betrothal & wedding ceremony 

b. betrothal arranged by families of bride & groom… involved payment of a dowry 

c.  contract legally binding; couple married legally [NOTE vs. 19 Joseph Mary’s 
husband]; BUT union not consummated until a year later; wedding ceremony 

d.  THUS any immorality during that year would be considered adultery 

2.  Mary’s news 

“Before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.” 

a.  clear that Joseph and Mary had never been sexually intimate 

b.  Mary’s news she got from the angel… told Joseph; Joseph couldn’t believe her 

c.  TOO MUCH FOR ANYONE TO BELIEVE… it had never happened before 

d.  total contradiction of Mary’s character, but what else could Joseph think? 

C.  Joseph’s solution 

vs. 19  “Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her 
to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.” 

1.  Joseph’s character 

a.   godly, law-abiding 

b.  Mosaic covenant required death… but Israel lax about Law of Moses 

c.  two options… public exposition, private separation 
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d.  righteous = kind hearted and merciful… private separation 

2.  Joseph’s agony 

a.  like Mary, a quiet thinker 

b.  knew Mary’s character, but it was too much to believe 

c.  decision:  a quiet divorce 

 

 

D.  God’s message 

vs. 20-21  “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from 
their sins.’” 

1.  God waits for just the right moment… Joseph had made up his mind 

2.  Angelic messenger… IN A DREAM??? 

3.  Message:  FEAR NOT 

a.  why fear?  Human judgment and scorn 

b.  God’s judgment and rejection 

c.  freedom from the second, not the first 

E.  Joseph’s Obedience 

vs. 24-25  “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him  
and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until after she gave 
to birth to a son.  And he gave him the name Jesus.” 

1.  Willing to pay the price… shame & secret whispering 

2.  Quiet godly submission… willing to forgo marital rights so that Mary would be a virgin 
when Jesus was born 
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NOTE:  Catholic confusion… perpetual virginity of Mary; here text indicates they 
had a normal married life after Jesus was born… Jesus had other brothers and 
sisters… Catholic attitude that even marital relations are somehow sinful 

3.  Manly protection and care… this protection seen clearly in chapter 2 

IV.  The Virgin Birth and the Meaning of the Names 

A.  Is the Virgin Birth Essential? 

NOTE:  liberal attacks at the turn of the century… modern-day wavering 

 

1.  the virgin birth predicted 

Isaiah 7:14  “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son…” 

2.  the virgin birth fulfilled 

vs. 18  “Before they came together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.” 

3.  the virgin birth explained 

Luke 1:34-35  “How will this be, since I have never been intimate with any man?”  The 
angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the most 
high will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

4.  the virgin birth required 

Luke 1:35  “So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus.” 

B. What Mean These Names? 

Christ is the name of PROPHECY 

Jesus is the name of PURPOSE 

Emmanuel the name of PERSONAL IDENTITY 

1.  Christ, the name of PROPHECY… annointed one; Hebrew messiah 
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a.  connected clearly with God’s promises in the Old Testament 

b.  Jesus of Nazareth was born as the fulfillment of prophecies hundreds of years old 

c.  He was the Son of Abraham, fulfilling a two-thousand year old promise that 
through Abraham all peoples on earth would be blessed 

d.  He was the Son of David who would rule over all the world; King of kings and 
Lord of lords 

 

 

2.  Jesus… the name of PURPOSE        Salvation is from Yahweh, the God of Israel 

a.  the name Jesus points to his purpose… SALVATION 

b.  BUT it was not to be the military salvation Israel wanted 

vs. 21  “You are to give him the name Jesus BECAUSE he will save his people from their 
sins.” 

c.  the true oppressors of Israel and of the world were not military conquerors like 
Rome… IT WAS SIN… and it is sin that oppresses us today 

IT IS SIN THAT DESTROYS FAMILIES THROUGH ADULTERY, ALCOHOLISM, 
PORNOGRAPHY, ABUSE 

IT IS SIN THAT RUINS FRIENDSHIPS THROUGH ARGUMENTS AND PRIDEFUL 
QUARRELS 

IT IS SIN THAT OPPRESSES OUR THOUGHTS AND HINDERS EVERYTHING WE DO 

IT IS SIN THAT CAUSES PEOPLE TO BE SELFISH WHEN THERE ARE NEEDS ALL 
AROUND US 

AND IT IS SIN THAT GOD WILL JUDGE ON JUDGMENT DAY…  

ONLY JESUS CAN SAVE US FROM OUR SINS 

3.  Emmanuel, the name of PERSONAL IDENTITY 

vs. 23  “They will call him Emmanuel, which means God with us.” 
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a.  God in the flesh, with a human body 

b.  True God truly with us 

“With us…” means by our side, experiencing what we experience… grief, suffering, pain 

“With us…” means on our side, fighting our battle against sin and judgment 

“Instead of us…” is the ultimate act of union with us 

Galatians 3:13  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, 
for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’” 


