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I.  The Theology of Possession 

A.  God Made All Things 

Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 

B.  God Owns All Things 

Deuteronomy 10:14 To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it. 

1 Chronicles 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are 
exalted as head over all. 

Ezekiel 18:4 For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son-- both alike belong to me. 
The soul who sins is the one who will die. 

Psalm 60:6-8  God has spoken from his sanctuary: "In triumph I will parcel out Shechem and measure off 
the Valley of Succoth. 7 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is my helmet, Judah my 
scepter. 8 Moab is my washbasin, upon Edom I toss my sandal; over Philistia I shout in triumph." 

C.  All Things Go Back to God 

Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! 
Amen. 

D.  God Entrusts Some Things to Stewards 

Psalm 115:16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to man. 

Genesis 15:7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give 
you this land to take possession of it." 
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E.  Stewards “Own” Those Things With Relation to Each Other 

Exodus 22:9 In all cases of illegal possession of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any other lost 
property about which somebody says, 'This is mine,' both parties are to bring their cases before the 
judges. The one whom the judges declare guilty must pay back double to his neighbor. 

John 10:12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 

F.  Possession is a God-Ordained Boundary Line 

Deuteronomy 2:9 Then the LORD said to me, "Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war, for I 
will not give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a possession." 

G.  Possession is a Blessing from God 

Genesis 26:12-13   Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the 
LORD blessed him. 13 The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became 
very wealthy. 

H.  Stewards Must Give Account 

Matthew 25:14-21  "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another 
one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had 
received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, 
the one with the two talents gained two more. 18 But the man who had received the one talent went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 "After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received the five talents 
brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five 
more.' 21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 

I.  Other Servants Must Not Steal 

Leviticus 6:2-5  "If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the LORD by deceiving his neighbor about something 
entrusted to him or left in his care or stolen, or if he cheats him, 3 or if he finds lost property and 
lies about it, or if he swears falsely, or if he commits any such sin that people may do-- 4 when he 
thus sins and becomes guilty, he must return what he has stolen or taken by extortion, or what was 
entrusted to him, or the lost property he found, 5 or whatever it was he swore falsely about. He must 
make restitution in full, add a fifth of the value to it and give it all to the owner on the day he 
presents his guilt offering. 

J.  Christ Did Not Steal 
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Matthew 8:20 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head." 

Luke 8:3 Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These 
women were helping to support them out of their own means. 

Mark 11:1-6   As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If 
anyone asks you, 'Why are you doing this?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
shortly.'" 4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 
some people standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" 6 They answered as 
Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 

K.  Early Church Shared Freely, But Maintained Private Ownership 

Acts 4:32-5:5  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 
 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
much grace was upon them all. 
 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 
 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 
 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of 
Encouragement), 
 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet. 
 
NIV Acts 5:1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of 
property. 
 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and 
put it at the apostles' feet. 
 3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 
 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your 
disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 
 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened. 

L.  Heavenly Future:  Eternal Possessions 

Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

1 Corinthians 3:21 So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 

Luke 16:10-12  "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in 
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handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own? 

II. Biblical Thieves 

• Rachel: 

Genesis 31:19 When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father's household gods. 

• Achan 

Joshua 7:11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They 
have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with 
their own possessions. 

21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge 
of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside 
my tent, with the silver underneath." 

• Every plundering army 

Habakkuk 2:6 "Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, "'Woe to him who piles up 
stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?' 

• Employers 

Leviticus 19:13 "'Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. "'Do not hold back the wages of a hired man 
overnight. 

• Powerful corrupt leaders… Pharisees 

Matthew 21:13 "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are 
making it a 'den of robbers.'" 

Isaiah 10:1-3 Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, 2 to deprive the 
poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people, making widows their prey 
and robbing the fatherless. 3 What will you do on the day of reckoning, when disaster comes from 
afar? To whom will you run for help? Where will you leave your riches?    

Luke 20:46-47"Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be 
greeted in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at banquets. 47 They devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men 
will be punished most severely." 

• Israelites failing to pay the tithe 
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Malachi 3:8-10  "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes 
and offerings.9 You are under a curse-- the whole nation of you-- because you are robbing me. 10 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 

• Common thieves and bandits 

Luke 10:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 

 
Hosea 7:1 "Whenever I would restore the fortunes of my people, whenever I would heal Israel, the sins of 

Ephraim are exposed and the crimes of Samaria revealed. They practice deceit, thieves break into 
houses, bandits rob in the streets; 
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II.  The World of the Thief 

A. A World of Idolatrous Covetousness 

B. A World of Selfishness 

C. A World of Stealth 

D. A World of Violence 

E. A World of Dangerous Alliances 

III. Spiritual Stealth 

A. The Devil as a Thief 

B. False Teachers as Thieves 
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C. Christ “Robs” from the Devil 

D. Christ Comes as a Thief 

IV. Application 

A. Do Not Steal 

B. Respect God’s Boundary Lines 

C. Repentance from a Life of Stealing 

D. An Eternal Treasure 

E. Beware the Soul-Thief 

F. Prepare for the Stealthy Lord  

 

 


